
Elder abuse has devastating consequences.  

Elder abuse has high costs.

It has physical effects. It has psychological effects.

One study from the United States tracked older people over 13 years and found:

Injuries Anxiety Lasting 
disabilities Loneliness

Worsened 
health 

conditions
Loss of dignity, 
trust, and hope

In the United States: 

US$5.3 billion  
each year in medical costs from 
violent injuries to older people

Victims of elder abuse were twice as likely to die compared 
to older people who did not report abuse.



Elder abuse is preventable — and everyone  
has a role to play.

We can help ensure that older people live in safety — without fear of being 
hurt, exploited, or neglected.

Older people can: 

 Stay connected to family and friends 
 Learn more about their rights
  Use professional services for support  

where available
  Make sure their financial and legal affairs  

are in order

Family and informal caregivers can  
lower their risk of committing abuse by 
learning ways to cope:

 Get help from family or friends
 Take breaks 
  Get support from local health and  

social services

The public can: 
 
  Watch for signs of elder abuse 
  Learn how to get help and report abuse 



Around the world, governments can do more to address 
and prevent elder abuse. The health sector can:

Raise awareness within the health sector and other sectors 
about the health and social burden of elder abuse 

Recognize elder abuse as a public health problem and 
establish a focal point to address elder abuse

Develop and test evidence-based interventions to  
prevent elder abuse

Provide services to victims of elder abuse

Collaborate with other sectors to address elder abuse, 
such as criminal justice, health, and social services
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Support World Elder Abuse Awareness Day on 15 June 

Raise awareness —  
talk with friends, family 

and colleagues

Get involved —  
contact your local ageing 

services organization

WHO Resources:
• Global status report on violence prevention 2014

• Violence prevention: the evidence

• WHO Department for Management of NCDs, Disability, Violence, and Injury Prevention 
(http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/en/)
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